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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  of  Seaham  for  the 
year  1963. 

Perusal  of  the  vital  statistics  contained  in  the  report  does  not 
call  for  much  comment.  The  total  population  again  shows  a  slight 
downward  trend,  and  for  the  first  time  in  recent  years  the  birth  rate 
of  17.6  is  lower  than  that  of  England  and  Wales.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  does  not  mean  a  migration  of  the  younger  age  groups  to  other 
parts  of  the  country  because  of  economic  necessity.  The  death  rate 
of  12.44  is  fractionally  higher  than  that  of  England  and  Wales,  but 
the  infant  mortality  rate  of  20.00  is  below  that  of  the  national  figure. 
Once  again  there  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  the  district. 

Infectious  diseases  have  presented  no  immediate  problems,  and 
with  the  exception  of  tuberculosis — which  is  fractionally  higher — 
the  case  rate  of  all  notifiable  diseases  is  lower  than  that  of  England 
and  Wales. 

Replacement  of  sub-standard  property  has  again  progressed, 
and  during  the  year  slum  clearance  declarations  were  made  in 
respect  of  Tempest  Road,  Vane  Terrace,  Caroline  Street  and  Sophia 
Street.  The  problem  of  multiple  occupation  is  still  apparent,  but 
with  a  static  population  it  is  probably  not  so  urgent  as  in  those 
areas  receiving  an  influx  of  new  families.  Nevertheless  concern  is 
still  felt  in  this  direction,  and  the  decision  of  the  Council  to  pur¬ 
chase  and  improve  certain  houses  in  multiple  occupation  is  indeed 
very  welcome. 

Once  again  may  I  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  and  the  Council,  the  Health  Department  staff 
and  the  officials  for  their  continued  co-operation  and  help  during 
the  year. 


I  am,  Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  W.  A.  RODGERS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  in  acres  —  2,469. 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  resident  population,  mid- 1963  — 
25,570. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1963)  according  to  Rate  Books 
7,876. 

Rateable  Value — £526,032. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  —  £2,000. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1963 

LIVE  BIRTHS 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

433 

213 

220 

Illegitimate  . . . 

17 

7 

10 

Total 

.  450 

220 

230 

Birth  Rates — 

Legitimate  . 

. .  16.93  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population. 

Illegitimate  . 

0.67 

99 

99 

Total 

17.60 

STILL  BIRTHS 

99 

99 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

11 

6 

5 

Illegitimate  . . . 

•••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

Total  ...  ... 

...  ...  ...  11 

6 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate- 

-23.86  per  1,000  live  and  still 

DEATHS 

births. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Death  Rate — 

318 

177 

141 

12.44  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population. 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

Rate  (per  1,000 

Deaths.  live  and  still  births) 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ...  0  NIL. 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  ...  9  6  3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate — 20.00  per  1,000  live  births. 
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NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  month  ...  6  6  — 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate — 13.33  per  1,000  live  births. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS. 


Age. 

Sex 

Cause. 

15  minutes 

M 

Atelectasis. 

30  minutes 

M 

Anoxia.  Placental  insufficiency.  Postmaturity. 

2  hours 

M 

Prematurity. 

10  hours 

M 

Congenital  heart  lesion. 

1  day 

M 

Atelectasis.  Prematurity. 

1  day 

M 

Prematurity. 

1  month 

F 

Acute  myocarditis.  Congenital  septal  defect. 

Acute  bronchitis. 

2  months 

F 

Acute  broncho  pneumonia. 

7  months 

F 

Congestive  heart  disease.  Pneumonia. 

Mortality  of  Legitimate  Infants  —  13.48  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births. 

Mortality  of  Illegitimate  Infants — 58.82  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births. 

DEATHS  FROM  THE  COMMON  INFECTIOUS  FEVERS 


Death  from  Poliomyelitis 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0 

„  Measles 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0 

„  Whooping  Cough 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

.  .  .  ... 

0 

„  Diarrhoea  (under 

two  years  of  age) 

•  •  • 

0 

The  causes  of  the  greatest  mortality  during  1963 

were  : 

Cardio-vascular  Diseases 

•  •  .  •  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

158 

Cancer 

. . .  •  .  .  ... 

•  •  • 

46 

Bronchitis  . 

•••  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

34 

Pneumonia 

•  •  .  .  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

25 

Accidental  deaths  (inc.  motor 

vehicle  accidents)  ... 

.  .  . 

19 

DEATHS  DUE  TO  CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG. 

Age  (years). 

Male.  Female. 

15-24  . 

0 

0 

25-34  . 

0 

0 

35-44  . 

0 

0 

45-54  . 

0 

0 

55-64  . 

2 

0 

65-74  . 

1 

0 

75  and  over 

0 

0 

TOTALS  . 

3 

0 
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CORRECTED  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  CASE  RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION  OF  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1963 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1944-1963 

(The  Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate  are  shown  corrected  by  the 
Registrar  General’s  comparability  factors  of  0.99  and  1.29 
respectively  for  1963). 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE 

DURING  1963 


. *■»»»■-—  nr  ■■  . . 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  . 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

Diabetes  . 

Vascular  Lesion  of  Nervous  System 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  .  . 

Other  Heart  Disease  . 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .  . 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

All  Other  Accidents  . 

Suicide  . 

TOTAL— ALL  CAUSES  . 

GRAND  TOTAL  . 
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F 
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F 
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F 
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F 
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F 
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F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 


M 

F 


CJ 

*-> 

O 

H 


5 


6 

3 

3 


6 

3 

10 

15 

1 

1 


16 

22 

37 

23 

3 
8 

20 

21 

4 
4 

13 

12 

27 

7 

1 

2 

3 


1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

9 

4 

4 
1 

9 

5 

3 


177 

141 


318 
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6 

10 

4 

1 

2 

2 

4 


5 

1 

10 


2 


3 

6 

4 


1 


6 

7 

11 

8 

2 

9 

5 


1 

6 

6 

1 


1 

1 


1 


1 


1 

2 


1 

2 

2 

5 


5 
8 

10 

9 

2 

4 

8 

12 

4 
3 

2 

9 

6 

5 

1 

1 


1 
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Confirmed  Cases  of  Infections  and  other  Notifiable  Diseases,  1963 

(other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Numbers 
originally 
notified. 
Total  (all  ages) 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

3 

3 

694 

7 

Under  1  yr. 

— 

— 

32 

- - 

1-2  years 

— 

— 

80 

1 

2-3  years 

1 

— 

89 

1 

3-4  years 

1 

— 

95 

2 

4-5  years 

— 

1 

106 

— 

5-9  years 

1 

1 

283 

- — 

10-14  years 

— - 

1 

7 

— 

15-24  years 

— 

— 

1 

— 

25  and  over 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Age  unknown 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Total  (°n 

3 

3  ! 

694 

5 

Numbers 

Acute 

Food 

originally 

Pneumonia 

Poisoning 

notified. 

Total  ( al 1  a«es) 

3 

3 

Under  5  yrs. 

2 

— 

5-14  years 

— 

— 

15-44  years 

— 

1 

45-64  years 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

1 

— 

Age  unknown 

_ 

— 

Total  ( aliases) 

i  3 

1 

12 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  new  cases  and  deaths  for  the 
Urban  District  of  Seaham  during  1963  : — 


Age  Periods 

NEW  CASES 

TOTAL 

DEATHS 

Pulmonai-}7 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N  on- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-4  years  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-9  „  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-14  „  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-19  „  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-24  „  ... 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-34  „  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-44  „  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-54  „  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-64  „  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  upwards 

“ 

1 

3 

Totals  ... 

6 

3 

— 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 
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DIPHTHERIA,  WHOOPING  COUGH  &  TETANUS 

IMMUNISATION 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  District  during  the  year. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  and  ages  of  children 
immunised  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  in 
Seaham  during  1963. 


DIPHTHERIA  (Either  singly  or  in  combination) 


Ages  at  Date  of 
Immunisation 

Under 

1 

1963 

1  to  4 

1959-62 

5  to  14 

1949-58 

Total 

Primary 

Immunisations 

68 

180 

11 

259 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

— 

37 

52 

89 

WHOOPING  COUGH  (Either  singly  or  in  combination) 


Ages  at  Date  of 
Immunisation 

Under 

1 

1963 

1  to  4 
1959-62 

5  to  14 

1949-58 

Total 

Primary 

Immunisations 

68 

177 

7 

252 

Reinforcing 

Injections  . 

— 

32 

16 

48 

TETANUS  (Either  singly  or  in  combination) 


Ages  at  Date  of 
Immunisation 

Under 

1 

1963 

1  to  4 

1959-62 

5-14 

1949-58 

Total 

Primary 

Immunisations 

68 

184 

13 

265 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

— 

34 

21 

55 
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SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


There  were  no  cases  of  smallpox  in  the  District  during  1963 
and  a  table  is  given  below  showing  the  number  and  ages  of  children 
vaccinated  during  the  year. 


Ages  at  Date  of 
Vaccination 

Under 

1 

1 

2  to  4 

5  to  14 

15  or 

over 

Total 

Vaccinated  . 

50 

12 

9 

26 

63 

160 

Re-vaccinated  . 

— 

3 

7 

40 

50 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION— School  Scheme,  1963 


Total  Skin 

Positive 

Negative  Reactors 

No.  absent  at  time 

Tested 

Reactors 

Given  B.C.G. 

of  reading 

495 

30 

407 

58 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION,  1963 

(a)  SALK 

Those  persons  given  a  primary  course  of  2  injections  of  Salk 
vaccine  : — 


Persons  born  in 
year  : — 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1943-60 

1933-42 

Others 

Total 

— 

— 

9 

109 

25 

42 

185 

In  addition,  55  persons  received  a  3rd  injection  of  Salk  vaccine 
and  18  persons  received  a  4th  injection. 


(b)  ORAL 

Those  persons  given  a  primary  course  of  3  doses  of  oral 
vaccine  : — 


Persons  born  in 
year  : — 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1943-60 

1933-42 

Others 

Total 

6 

52 

31 

60 

11 

33 

193 

In  addition,  241  persons  received  a  3rd  dose  of  oral  vaccine 
following  2  injections  of  Salk;  and  56  persons  received  a  4th  dose 
of  oral  vaccine  following  3  injections  of  Salk,  or  3  doses  of  oral 
vaccine. 
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ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD  POISONING 


1.  Local  Authority:  Seaham  Urban  District  Council.  Year:  1963 


2.  (a)  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (Corrected)  as  returned 
to  Reg.  General : — 

1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.  4th  Quarter.  TOTAL. 

Nil.  Nil.  1  Nil.  One 

(b)  Cases  Otherwise  Ascertained. 

1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.  4th  Quarter.  TOTAL. 

Nil.  Nil.  Nil.  Nil.  Nil. 


(c)  Symptomless  Excreters. 

1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter. 

Nil.  Nil. 


3rd  Quarter. 

Nil. 


4th  Quarter. 

Nil. 


TOTAL. 

Nil. 


(cl)  Fatal  Cases. 

1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter. 

Nil.  Nil. 


3rd  Quarter. 

Nil. 


4th  Quarter. 

Nil. 


TOTAL. 

Nil. 


3.  Particulars  of  Outbreaks. 


No.  of  outbreaks 

No.  of 

cases 

Total  No. 
of  cases 

Causative  Agent 

Family 

outbreaks 

Other 

outbreaks 

Notified 

Otherwise 

ascertained 

Agent  identified  : 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons  (type 
to  be  stated) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Salmonella  (type  to  be 
stated) : 

Nil. 

Nil 

Nil. 

Nil 

Nil. 

(c)  Staphylococci 

(including  toxin)  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum  . . 

Nii 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(e)  Cl.  welchii 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(f)  Other  bacteria  (to  be 
named) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Causative  Agent  not  identified 

Nil. 

Nil 

Nil. 

Nil 

Nil. 

Totals  .  . 

Nil 

Nit 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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4,  Single  Cases 


No.  o 

:  cases 

CAUSATIVE  AGENT 

Notified 

Otherwise 

ascertained 

Total  No. 
of  cases 

Agent  identified  : 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons 
(type  to  be  stated) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Salmonella 
(type  to  be  stated)  . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

(c)  Staphylococci 

(including  toxin)  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(e)  Cl.  welchii 

One 

Nil 

One 

(f)  Other  bacteria 
(to  be  named)  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

Causative  Agent  not  identified 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

Totals 

One 

Nil 

One 

5.  Salmonella  Infections,  not  food-borne. 


Salmonella 

(type) 

Outbreaks 

No.  of  cases 

Single  cases 

Total  No.  of  cases 
(outbreaks  and 
single  cases) 

Family 

Other 

(outbreaks) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

N.B. — The  one  case  of  food  poisoning  was  contracted  outside  the 
District. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  SEAM  AM  URBAN  DISTRICT 


1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Report  a  list  is  given  showing  the 
Officers  connected  with  the  Health  Services  in  the  District. 

2.  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47. 

No  cases  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  were  dealt 
with  under  the  provisions  of  this  section  during  the  year. 

3.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Havelock  Hospital,  Sunderland, 
provides  facilities  for  the  examination  of  pathological  specimens 
and  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  food  samples.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  liaison  exists  with  the  Director  and  Staff  of  the  Laboratory 
and  results  for  samples  submitted  are  obtained  very  quickly. 

4.  Other  Health  Services. 

The  following  Health  Services  are  administered  by  the  Durham 
County  Council  as  the  responsible  Local  Health  Authority  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

Ambulance. 

Home  Nursing. 

Vaccination. 

Immunisation  against 
Diphtheria. 

Prevention  of  Illness, 
care  and  after-care. 

Mental  Health  Services. 

The  School  Medical  Service  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the 
County  Council.  Almost  all  the  relevant  sections  of  Part  III  of 
the  National  Assistance  Act  are  administered  by  the  County 
Council. 

Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors  are  appointed  by,  and  work  under 
the  direction  of,  the  County  Council. 

Schemes  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  are  entirely  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority. 


Domestic  Helps. 

Health  Visitors. 

Child  Welfare  and  Maternity. 

Welfare  of  the  Aged  (partly). 

Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

Welfare  of  other  handicapped 
persons. 
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Veterinary  Inspectors  are  appointed  by,  and  work  under  the 
direction  of,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  They 
are  responsible  for  carrying  out  routine  examination  of  the  dairy 
herds  throughout  the  County  in  order  to  maintain  and  raise  the 
standard  of  health  of  the  cows. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  is  also  respon¬ 
sible  through  its  County  officials  for  the  supervision  of  byres  and 
dairy  premises. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water. 

The  Urban  District  is  most  adequately  served  in  this  respect, 
the  water  throughout  the  whole  of  the  urban  area  being  supplied  by 
the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company.  All  houses  in 
the  district  have  a  direct  piped  supply  but,  unfortunately,  there  are 
still  some  62  houses — situated  mainly  in  the  harbour  area  and 
occupied  by  more  than  one  family — in  which  the  supply  is  a  sole 
tap  situated  in  the  yard  and  used  by  all  occupants. 

Although  the  water  is  hard  it  is  satisfactory  both  in  quality 
and  quantity.  The  Company  and  the  Health  Department  regularly 
take  samples  as  a  routine  measure  and  bacteriological  chemical 
examinations  have  proved  satisfactory. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Urban  District. 

Swimming  Baths. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  and  the  only  facilities 
available  for  this  recreation  are  provided  by  the  Seaham  Harbour 
Swimming  Club  and  Dawdon  Colliery,  together  with  sea  bathing 
when  weather  and  tidal  conditions  are  favourable. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  two  main  streams  in  the  area,  which  flow  through  Dawdon 
Dene  &  Seaham  Dene  respectively  before  finally  discharging  into  the 
sea,  appear  to  be  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  Although 
no  complaint  of  flooding  or  nuisance  was  reported  during  the  year 
it  is  possible  that  some  pollution  does  arise  from  unsewered  pre¬ 
mises  which  discharge  their  effluent  into  these  streams. 

Riparian  Health  Authority. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the 
year  and  no  complaints  concerning  conditions  on  ships  were 
received. 
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REFUSE  DISPOSAL,  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND 
STREET  CLEANSING 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the  following 
information  on  the  above  matters  which  are  under  his  control. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

No  treatment  is  carried  out  to  the  sewage  which,  after  collection, 
is  discharged  direct  to  the  sea  from  three  main  outfalls. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Collection  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  using  specially  con¬ 
structed  vehicles.  Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  sites  leased 
to  the  Council.  During  the  year  12,104  tons,  of  house  and  trade 
refuse  were  collected  and  disposed  of,  together  with  133  tons,  16 
cwts.  of  waste  paper;  19  tons,  19  cwts.,  2  qrs.  of  newsprint;  16  tons, 
10  cwts.,  2  qrs.  of  scrap  metal,  and  1  ton,  17  cwts.,  1  qr.  scrap  lead. 

Street  Cleansing. 

By  arrangement  with  Durham  County  Council,  gullies  on  the 
County  roads  are  cleansed  by  the  staff  of  Seaham  Urban  District 
Council.  During  the  year,  7,645  gullies  were  cleansed  and  flushed 
on  U.D.C.  highways  and  4,020  on  D.C.C.  highways. 

A  mechanical  roadsweeper  is  used  for  the  cleansing  of  roads 
and  streets. 
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Summary  of  Work  done  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 

during  the  year  1963 


No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

No.  of 
Informal 

Notices 

served 

No.  of 
Statutory 

Notices 

served 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice 

Housing: 

Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts 

406 

22 

10 

16 

Overcrowding 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 
Insufficient 

.. 

_ 

_ 

Defective 

3 

1 

1 

Drainage  . 

5 

1 

1 

2 

Water  Supply  . 

3 

1 

— 

1 

Food  Premises . 

338 

10 

— 

8 

Shops  Act 

261 

3 

— 

3 

Dairies 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses: 

Public  . 

___ 

Private  . 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  &  Workplaces 

32 

2 

— 

2 

Keeping  of  Animals 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and 
Receptacles 

_ 

_____ 

_ 

____ 

Offensive  accumulations 

4 

1 

— 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949  ... 

629 

_ 

__ 

Dustbins 

16 

7 

1 

7 

TOTAL 

1,708 

47 

13 

41 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  water-closets  .  — 

Ash-closets  converted  into  water-closets  ...  ...  — 

Total  number  of  water-closets  in  District  ...  ...  9,587 

„  ash-closets  in  District  .  — 

„  ashpit-privies  in  District  .  6 
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Disinfestation  and  Disinfection. 

Work  carried  out  under  this  heading  includes  the  destruction 
of  household  pests  and  the  disinfection  of  rooms.  Complaints  and 
requests  in  this  category  dealt  with  during  the  year  were  as  follows: 

Bed  Bugs — 2;  Fleas — 1;  Cockroaches — 130;  Earwigs — 13; 
Clover  Mite — 2;  Fumigations — 11. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

Surface  Infestations.  The  following  details  have  been  extracted 
from  the  annual  report  submitted  separately  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949  : 


Complaints  Received  : 

Rats 

Mice 

Total 

Dwelling  Houses  . . 

81 

64 

145 

Business  premises  . . . . 

23 

15 

38 

Council  properties  . 

4 

2 

6 

TOTALS  :  ... 

Properties  inspected  additional  to 
above,  in  course  of  survey  : 

108 

81 

189 

Dwelling  houses  . . 

21 

19 

40 

Business  premises . 

13 

4 

17 

Council  properties  . . 

2 

- 

2 

TOTALS  :  . . . 

36 

23 

59 

The  total  number  of  inspections  carried  out,  including  re¬ 
inspections,  was  629. 

In  the  report  for  1962  reference  was  made  to  benevolent-minded 
persons  who  encouraged  rats  by  throwing  out  bread  scraps  ‘for  the 
birds’.  It  is  most  heartening  to  see  that  the  publicity  given  by  the 
local  press  has  had  a  discouraging  effect  on  this  practice. 

Sewer  Maintenance  Treatments.  Two  treatments  were  carried 
out  in  the  Council’s  sewers  during  the  year.  78  manholes  were 
baited  direct  with  poison  bait  and,  of  this  number,  only  9  revealed 
bait  ‘takes’.  This  return  is  encouraging  and  shows  a  downward 
trend  from  the  figures  in  the  report  for  1962;  it  is  a  further  indica¬ 
tion  that  rat  infestation  in  the  sewers  continues  to  be  relatively 
small. 

Factories. 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  52,  comprising  45  powered  factories  and  7  non-powered  facto¬ 
ries.  In  addition,  8  factories  on  sites  of  building  operations  in  Sea- 
ham  were  notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories.  Details  of  inspec¬ 
tions,  etc.,  are  given  in  a  table  near  the  end  of  the  report. 
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Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

Although  this  Act  has  now  been  in  force  for  seven  years,  none 
of  its  main  provisions  have  as  yet  been  implemented  by  the  Council. 
The  Seaham  Harbour  Dock  Company  was  requested  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  smoke  from  the  colliery  railway  engines  and,  as  a  result, 
the  coal-fired  engines  are  now  in  process  of  being  converted  to  oil¬ 
firing. 

Cinemas  and  Halls. 

There  are  four  buildings  under  this  heading  for  the  use  of  the 
general  public,  one  exhibiting  film  shows  regularly  and  three  former 
cinemas  which  are  now  used  for  other  purposes.  No  complaints 
were  received  during  the  year. 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year,  under  the 
health  and  welfare  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  was  261.  Three 
informal  notices  were  served  and  complied  with. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  one  pet  shop  licenced  under  this  Act 
appears  to  be  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  Some  improve¬ 
ments  to  the  premises  have  been  carried  out. 

Housing  and  Slom  Clearance. 

The  rehousing  of  all  the  occupants  from  the  Marlborough  Street 
(North  Side)  Area  during  the  year  completed  the  last  of  the  com¬ 
paratively  large  clearance  areas  to  be  dealt  with.  Some  small  areas 
of  unfit  properties  still  remain  to  be  cleared  and  toward  this  end 
two  areas — relating  to  properties  in  Tempest  Road,  Vane  Terrace, 
Sophia  Street  and  Caroline  Street— were  represented  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil  in  May.  However,  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  procedure  for  their 
clearance  had  not  been  commenced. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  five  houses  were  the  subject  of  closing 
orders  and  two  of  demolition  orders.  There  was  an  appeal  to  the 
County  Court  by  the  owner  of  one  of  the  five  houses  mentioned  as 
the  subject  of  a  closing  order.  When  the  appeal  came  up  for  hearing, 
the  respective  solicitors  representing  the  Plaintiff  and  the  Council 
had  reached  agreement  that  the  owner  would  repair  the  house  to 
the  Council’s  specification,  even  though  the  cost  was  not  reasonable. 
The  Judge  agreed  to  this  course  and  the  order  was  accordingly 
quashed. 

The  number  of  houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  clearance 
schemes  or  other  formal  action  was  37. 
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The  number  of  houses  repaired  by  procedure  under  Housing 


Acts  or  Public  Health  Acts  was  as  follows  : 

As  a  result  of  informal  action  .  7 

By  owners  as  a  result  of  statutory  action  .  5 

By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  4 


Total :  16 


The  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  was  as 


follows  : 

By  the  Council  .  76 

Private  houses  . .  2 

Total:  78 


Improvement  Grants,  Housing  Acts;,  1949/59. 

No.  of  Separate  Houses 
Discretionary  Standard 

Grant  Grant 


Applications  submitted  to  L.A .  65  5 

Applications  rejected  by  L.A .  1  2 

Total  number  of  applications  approved 
since  inception  of  scheme  .  572  111 

Total  number  of  grants  paid  since  in¬ 
ception  of  scheme  .  509  109 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

1.  Food  Not  of  the  Nature,  etc.  (Sec.  2). 

No  legal  proceedings  under  the  above  heading  were  taken  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  There  were,  however,  seven  complaints  concerning 
food;  a  resume  of  each  is  given  below,  together  with  details  of 
action  taken,  if  any. 

(a)  Piece  of  wire  in  a  tin  of  corned  beef:  As  only  the  empty  tin 
and  wire  were  produced,  there  was  insufficient  evidence  to 
warrant  legal  proceedings.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with 
the  wholesalers  to  carry  out  an  investigation  in  the  country 
or  origin. 

(b)  Small  pieces  of  glass  in  a  bottle  of  Advocaat:  The  com¬ 
plainant  did  not  wish  to  take  legal  proceedings.  The  matter 
was  taken  up  with  the  importers  who  promised  to  carry  out 
an  investigation  in  the  country  in  which  the  Advocaat  was 
produced. 

(c)  Fly  in  a  sausage:  The  evidence  was  not  conclusive,  but  the 
matter  was  taken  up  with  the  manufacturers. 

(d)  Two  mouldy  meat  pies:  There  was  no  evidence  to  prove 
deliberate  intent  to  sell  the  pies  in  this  condition.  There 
were  interviews  with  the  retailer  and  manufacturer,  who 
contended  that  the  pies  were  less  than  two  days’  old. 
The  mouldy  condition  of  the  pies  was  probably  due  to 
weather  conditions  prevailing  at  the  time. 

(e)  Large  beetle  in  package  of  bilberries:  There  was  no  evidence 
to  show  that  there  was  negligence  in  this  case.  The  com¬ 
plaint  was,  however,  taken  up  with  the  retailer. 

(f)  Mouldy  loaf:  There  was  insufficient  evidence  to  prove  neg¬ 
ligence.  Interviews  were  arranged  with  the  retailer,  whole¬ 
saler  and  manufacturer,  to  whom  letters  of  warning  were 
sent. 

(g)  Moth  on  a  strawberry  tart:  There  was  insufficient  evidence 
to  prove  that  the  moth  was  on  the  tart  at  the  time  of  pur¬ 
chase.  Close  examination  showed  the  moth  to  be  adhering 
to  the  jam  in  a  clean,  undamaged  condition.  This  pointed 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  moth  must  have  alighted  on  the 
tart  after  the  cream  topping  had  been  consumed. 
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2.  List  of  Registered  Premises  (Sec.  16). 

Ice-Cream  Manufacturers  and  Retailers  ...  3 

Ice-Cream  Retailers  .  52 

Butchers  .  17 


Total:  ...  72 


3.  Food  Premises — Types  of  Businesses. 

General  Dealers  . 79 

Butchers  .  18 

Bakers  .  11 

Confectioners  .  20 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  . .  10 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  11 

Wet  Fish  Shops  .  1 

Canteens,  Industrial  .  5 

School  Meals  Kitchens .  2 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  .  4 

Chemists  .  8 


Total:  ...  169 


The  number  of  inspections  of  food  premises  was  338. 

4.  (a)  Ice-Cream — Premises. 

The  continued  popularity  of  this  commodity  is  shown  by  the 
demands  of  old  and  young  alike,  at  all  times  of  the  year.  It  is 
sold  loose  or  pre-packed;  flavoured  or  plain;  with  or  without 
chocolate  coating,  or  embedded  with  nuts.  It  is  sold  in  all  types 
of  shops,  snack  bars,  ice-cream  parlours,  cinemas  and  other  places 
of  entertainment,  or  hawked  around  the  streets  at  all  times  of  the 
day  to  the  accompaniment  of  a  variety  of  jangling  bells. 

Registration  of  premises  in  which  ice-cream  is  manufactured 
or  sold  is  a  legal  requirement  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 
but  it  can  be  sold  without  restriction  in  places  of  entertainment  and 
from  mobile  vehicles  in  the  streets.  Such  is  the  vagary  of  the  law. 

At  the  end  of  1963,  3  premises  were  registered  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  and  sale  of  ice-cream  and  52  for  retail  sale  only.  These 
premises  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  in  conjunction  with 
other  food  premises. 

(Si)  Ice-Cream — Sampling. 

Routine  sampling  of  both  locally  and  nationally  produced  ice¬ 
cream  continued  throughout  the  year,  the  total  number  of  samples 
obtained  being  140.  These  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
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Laboratory  for  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  and  the  reports 
were  as  follows : 


Provisional  Grading 


No.  of  Samples 

68 

33 

21 

18 


1 

2 

3 

4 


All  of  the  grade  4  samples  were  obtained  from  the  local  ice¬ 
cream  manufacturers. 

5.  Cafes,  Canteens  and  School  Kitchens. 

The  facilities  for  ‘eating  out’  available  to  the  general  public 
remained  the  same  throughout  the  year.  There  is  a  combined  cafe 
and  snack  bar  which  serves  lunches  and  snacks  throughout  the 
week  and  another  cafe  which  basically  provides  fish  and  chip 
meals.  Two  other  premises  serve  light  refreshments,  including  ice¬ 
cream. 

Work  canteens  are  provided  at  the  three  collieries  and  at  two 
factories  and  school  meals  are  prepared  at  and  distributed  from  two 
school  meals  kitchens. 

All  of  these  premises  appear  to  be  operated  in  a  clean  and  satis¬ 
factory  manner. 

6.  Fish  and  Chip  Shops. 

The  popularity  of  these  foods  is  continuous  throughout  the  year 
and,  to  meet  the  demand,  eleven  shops  in  the  district  cater  for  this 
trade.  In  addition,  the  cafe  business  referred  to  above  retails  fish 
and  chips  over  the  counter. 

7.  Mobile  Shops. 

It  is  now  apparent  that  food  trading  from  mobile  shops  has 
become  an  additional  part  of  an  established  food  business  and  a 
number  of  firms  in  the  Urban  District  have  one  or  more  mobile 
shops  travelling  around  the  areas  in  which  shops  are  not  within  easy 
reach.  It  is  a  matter  for  concern  that  these  vehicles  do  not  have 
to  comply  with  the  same  standards  of  hygiene  required  for  fixed 
premises. 


27 


>> 

-Q 

O 

T3 

a 

B 

CO 

g 

o 

♦ 

W 

o 

<L> 

d 

co 

g 

GO 

G 

T3 

G 

O 

G 


' — i  3  

\o  £  ^ 

rG  O 


H 

U 

C/} 

fa 

HH 

s 

o 

H 

fa 

fa 


o  ° 

£5  <D 

C/5  <Z) 

a  g 

1— 1 

CO 

G  ^3 

0  2 
‘Eo  c3 
•r;  <u 

o® 

t-( 

d  O 

•  fH 

^  2 
°  G 

8^ 

co 

O 

d 

y 

G 

d 

o 


<J2 

£ 

O 

P 

CJ 

w 

d 

c« 


0Q 

T3 

d 

© 

<D 

■*=> 

•  H 

3 

&i 

© 

3 

© 

© 

CO 

© 

0 

O 

£-4 

& 

10 


ao 

© 

as 


© 

s-i 

d 


-*-}  — 1 

©  d 
©  M 

02 

■§£ 
—1  0) 


CO  • 

r3 

'  ^ 

• 

O 

?  G 

TG 

G 

•  fH 

33 

•  r< 

d 

O 

©  -G 
co  G 

eg  co 

•3} 

£ 

33 

—  _3 

’_3 

G 

-u 

3 

C-  © 

H 

~  d 

•  r— < 

<1 

G  « 

CO  0 

O  '  ' 

-33 

OJ  *3 

-  3 
^  <3 

•  rH 

G 

le 

© 

O 

d 

•  rH 

43 

«  >3 

©  +3 

02  -2 

ae  ^ 

•  rH 

© 

0 

5  ®3 

33 

33 ,3; 

O  0 
r?  ^ 

^3 

•*3 

©  -*3 

•  rH  rH 

© 

3 

r1  "I 
© 
a 


32 

T3 

© 

© 

S-i 

o 


~><ui 

© 


G  d 

•  rH  y 

CO  O 


© 

OQ 


£ 

O 

43 

O 

a 

a> 

© 

© 

rH 

M 

2 

rr 

CD 

s 

33 

-u 

a 

•  rH 

CD 

<D 

© 

® 

CD 

0) 

•  rH 

r- 

© 

S-I 

Ph 

d 

a) 

>^3d 

•  rH 

d. 

O 

4-3 

32 

O 

•  rH 

d 

O 

-43 

rH 

O 

*  rH 

-43 

S-I 

© 

-S-! 

T3 

© 

rr 

0 

£ 

O 

-3 

ffa 

© 

U 

83 

O 

c3 

d 

0 

© 

CC 

33 

-*-3 

O 

© 

S-i 

0 

**-l 

1 

43> 

3 

0 

«4d 

•  • 

0 

G  ® 

©  © 

<D 

rO 

-u  ©  — - 

G  G  S 

•  Cl  •  | 

<N 

3 

•Jm  O 

•  • 

3 

£ 

£  ^ 

•  * 

•  « 

CD 

G 

•  « 

O 

•  » 

•  rH 

-43 

O  CO 

1/5  Cl  CO 

lO 

©  - 

•  CO 

Tt< 

a 

•  * 

02 

c 

t— 1 

s-i  s-i 

•  • 

•  • 

• 

©  © 

• 

3 

5  - 

2  03' — - 

»  • 

•  10  • 

0 

0  0  'S>d 

r>  00 

CD 

3  © 

£  P3 

•  • 

•  « 

•  • 

d 

< 

EH 

O 


28 


Q 

£ 

D 

O 

ip 

Cd 

-V 


H 

O 

w 

u* 

u 

Q 

E 

O 

H-H 

E 


C  i  «  T3 

w.S,d  g  3  « 

32  co  .2  43  £  3  jr- 

6  2  >  2  §  P  ~ 

3  x  ^  a  rl  ^ 

5  °  ^.2  e 


T3 

3 

3 

O 

*u-u 

43 

u 

<y 

£ 

co 

4-> 

o 

a; 

>H 

4< 

'd 

33 

o 

•  rH 

33 

£ 


co 

4) 

3 

o 


43 

32 

B 

3 

£ 


33 

4) 

u 

u 

4) 


§  O 
.  -*■» 

E  « 

Du, 

ffi  u5 


ID 


4) 


«§2 
ffi8 

h| 


•d 

4) 

•  r-« 

'd 

4> 

s 

4> 

£ 


TJ 

a 

3 

O 

P 


CD 


<s 


CO 

W 

CO 

< 

o 


<N 


tuo 

c 


<o 

u 

-2 

'B 

o 

•  H 

•4-> 

Ct 

P 


cn 

CO 

in 

<L> 

3 

•  **-i 

a 

aj 

^43 

"o 


3 

3 

£ 


CD 

^L 

4> 

U 

3 

-*-> 

rt 

u 


o 6^ 

a 

o 


CD 

c 6 


CO 

t-U 

o 

c 

c3 


cn 


m 

<v 

o 


43 

•  »h 

+J 

43 

3  , 

43 

D, 

fl 

3 

i  !»  u 

be 

Ci 

t>  ■£ 
‘3  D 

w 

be 

3 

43 

-*-> 

43 

• 

-4-> 

3 

43 

;> 

3 

3 

lH 

3  43 

£‘3 

3  $3 

3 

r 

33 

O  3 

*d 

32 

ccJ 

43 

3-> 

43 

O  g 

£ 

O 

3 

O 

3 

3 

> 

•  ^ 

-M 

Ih 

fc» 

o 

Ih 

43 

> 

o 

CO 

ccJ 

43 

l-l 

3 

P 

zr 

43 

T3 

«} 

3 

V- 1 

o 

43 

Id 

43 

3 

1— u 

22 

3 

rt 

a: 

43 

> 
•  ^ 
4J 

o 

4) 

HH 

4) 

'd 

u 

o 

4) 

r  H 

32 

<3 


3 

co 

3 

P 


co 

43 

K 

43 

73 

Ch 

o 


4) 

3 

t-i 

3 

a, 

4) 

CO 


O 


•d 

3 

r— H 

O 

3 


O 

-t->  S' 

O  lH 

C  O 

4)  -M 

33  3 

-t-»  o 

co 

.5  be 

3  3 

4-> 

iS 

co  "43 

4)  Wu 


o 

3 

43 

tc 

o 


co 
3 
CJ 

3 

43 

to 

i-*  o 

43  w 

33 


29 


TOTAL.. 


Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port  during  the  Year. 
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Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 
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